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as well as by the food industry. The types of criteria at each of these
levels are influenced by the mission and responsibilities of the agency or
organization involved.

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program

Microbiological criteria for foods at the international level are applied
primarily within the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Program as imple-
mented by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Olson, 1978). The his-
tory of international food standards is relatively short. In 1958 the governing
bodies of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World
Health Organization (WHO) established a joint food standards1 program
having the following purposes:

1.   protect the health of the consumers and ensure fair practices in the
food trade;

2.   promote coordination of all food standards work undertaken by in-
ternational, governmental, and nongovernmental organizations;

3.   determine priorities and initiate and guide the preparation of drafts
of standards through and with the aid of appropriate organizations;

4.   finalize standards elaborated under (3) above and, after acceptance
by governments, publish them in a Codex Alimentarius as either regional
or worldwide standards, together with international standards already fi-
nalized by other bodies under (2) above, wherever this is practicable;

5.   amend published standards, after appropriate survey in the light of
developments.

The Codex Alimentarius Commission was created to implement the
program through which international food standards for processed, semi-
processed, and raw foods are established. Membership in the commission
is voluntary and is made up of member and associate member nations of
FAO and WHO. At present, 121 nations are members (Kimbrell, 1982).
Each member government is free to adopt each standard at any one of
four levels of participation:

1.   full acceptance of the standard and food(s) affected;

2.   acceptance with specified deviations from the standard and food(s)
affected;

'The term standard(s) as used by Codex has a different meaning than that defined in this
report. The Codex meaning relates to requirements or provisions set forth in various documents
and codes quite apart from microbiological criteria.